
1978 Need for Services for Children with Disability

In 1978 many children with a disability could not access early intervention services.

A group of teachers in special education were concerned that many children with a disability 
could not access services early in their lives. They started up an early intervention service for 
young children aged 0-5years who had any type of disability or developmental delay.  Sandra 
Leonard, a psychology graduate from Macquarie University who had worked as a teacher 
with the Macquarie university Down Syndrome programme, was the main driver of this 
initiative. She was supported by Moira Pieterse from the Macquarie Down Syndrome 
programme as well. 

The centre opened for 2 days a week in 2 rooms at Cremorne Baby Health Centre. North 
Sydney Council and the Health Department supported Sandra in obtaining the premises.

Parents held street stalls and donated toys and there were many requests for help to the 
community and to Government bodies.

Families paid $20 an hour for the 1-1 sessions if they could afford it. Otherwise the fee was 
reduced or waived.


